las
the disputed Duchy of Guelder*, and the province* of West Friealand, Groningen, and other smaller territories, while the bishopric, of Utrecht wax added in 1527* Four distinct.                    were                in
those landa: French, Dutch or I*ow Uennan, Walloon, and ordinary High German. The whole of
except Flanders ant! Artow wan*         of this anoient Ix>tharingian                 ;   a
the scene of oountlasa dynafttio quarrels* antl the field of unnumbered fierce battlim. Throughout the Middle            each of                      territ<»rie« had a
ruler of it* own ;  each one                 its
in turn by marriage or conquest, or to reoeive a new nomination from the Kmjwror. These  provinces  vontainetl   an   itiduKtritnut thriving population with something of a common bond between them, and when they were by
combined  ander the             of
they were able to act an a nation, for il«*
of the burgherit,                                  by no
peaoeful                of           rtiler,   Tlw
of the                                in              of
round                                 or
or           frequently in
for                They                                      flits
of                     y«t In
until they had              »ts
aU-powerful.                               luul
ifct owa                  &nd                the
ftE the mtl            of                     in
W® «ya aee             ft
in of Brabant,
